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INVITATION TO THE ROUNDTABLE
Education across the globe is in a state of turmoil. Even in the most advanced nations, people are starting to wonder whether their educational frameworks at all levels respond to the new social circumstances. Some question the quality of their primary, secondary or tertiary education in terms of their output, the others are starting to question what the state „owes“ to the individuals. In spite of the fact that there is almost an unanimous consensus that education is a public good, even in the most „socially oriented“ or egalitarian states, taxpayers start to pose questions about the burden, the costs and responsibilities the individuals should take on themselves. 
Consensus on education as a public good collapsed in many different ways. Students protest against rising costs of studying, parents seem to question the legitimacy of national curricula, governments start to question the managerial skills of institutions in public education, ordinary taxpayers question the efficiency and use of public funds, and some question the justice of distribution for educational purposes. Although the essential tension seems to be created between proponents of market solution and of the public financing in education, the conflict comes in various styles, in a variety of cross-cutting conflicts. For instance: what is the role of the unions in education? Should the state regulate schools for the better off financially? Should educational systems reflect egalitarian or elitist sensibilities? Should educational systems reflect some alleged „societal needs“? We seem to be uncertain whether any of such proposals bring short and long term benefits to individuals and to societies.
THE ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED
All such proposals seem to merge into one of the greatest challenges for societies in the future, which might very well reflect the more general question, about the role of democratic citizenship. Do (democratic) governments fulfil their tasks of providing the most efficiently used public good? Can/should citizens form special interest groups that do not reflect/run parallel to usual democratic electoral systems? If so, how to justify and design such groups? Can we expect further tensions along the same lines? Are electoral systems going to respond to or somehow embrace new challenges from such special interest groups? 

In light of these huge problems and uncertainties for future governments and generations, one of the most salient questions is: how to educate future generations for an active citizenship? So far this question was conceived as an idea for advancement of some vague school curricula which would enable students and their parents to express their opinions more openly and vocally. But even here there are some visible dangers: for instance, dangers of indoctrination.

But apart from the question of curricular development (and their dangers), it is not clear how to justify such newly conceived social decision making, or even the very term „active citizenship“. We seem to lack an appropriate political theory which would positively contribute to the already existing justification of individual liberties and democratic procedures. It seems the usual liberal rhetoric „live and let live“, of positive and negative liberties, does not help us much. 

One of the basic questions to discuss is: do traditional democratic theories suffice as a solution? If so, how should we respond to challenges from the more authoritarian systems? What exactly should such a curriculum of „active citizenship“ entail and enhance apart from the usual democratic doctrine? Who should be the most appropriate teachers for such newly designed contents?
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS SUBMISSION
We look forward to your contributions and solutions for the questions above. We welcome your participation. In order to apply for taking part at the roundtable, please, fill the application form in English and sent it by October 15, 2011, via e-mail address of the contact person Krešimir Žažar: kzazar@ffzg.hr 
The application form is available here.                            The notification of abstracts acceptance will be sent by November 1, 2011. We intend to publish the contributions from the roundtable.
INFORMATION ON THE VENUE
Conference location: Hotel “Four Points by Sheraton Panorama Zagreb” in Zagreb, Croatia (Hrvatska), Trg Krešimira Ćosića 9, 10000 Zagreb (http://www.hotel-fourpointspanorama.com/). 
Social program will offer on the November 11, 2011 (at 20:00) one dinner, and on the November 12, 2011 (at 10:00) one day trip by bus to Trakošćan and Krapina with “lunch” in one Restaurant (with original national foods and domestic drinks).
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The participants of the roundtable are free of charge for a participation fee. The official roundtable language is English and Croatian.
CONTACT

In a case of any other query or further questions, please, feel free to write to 

our contact person: 

Krešimir Žažar, M.A.

e-mail: kzazar@ffzg.hr

OFFICIAL WEB SITES
More about the conference and our roundtable at:

http://www.ecnsi.hr/en
http://www.ufzg.hr/
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